Vigilance Awareness Week at MRPL
War, it is said, is too dangerous to be left to the Generals.
Fighting corruption is too important an activity to be left only to the Central
Vigilance Commission. So the Commission calls for systematic campaign against
corruption to be organized by their extended arms, involving all stakeholders.

MRPL’s Vigilance Department raised the bar on vigilance awareness in MRPL
through a whole gamut of activities that they took up from 27th October 2014 to
1st November 2014.
The theme chosen by CVC this year was “ Combating Corruption. Technology
as an Enabler”.
Specially designed posters and banners were prepared and splashed all over
MRPL ‘s premises ( at all offices of MRPL too )to drive home the message.
On the day of the inaugural, pocket sized reminder cards were given to every
single employee and business associates.
The Chief Guests for the inaugural and valedictory were chosen with care:
Upright achievers reputed for their integrity. : Prof. K. Sankaran, Director, Justice
K.S. Hegde Institute of Management, Nitte & Padmabhushan Dr. B.M Hegde
At every forum MD Shri H Kumar, D(R) Shri Vijay G Joshi and CVO Shri
Ravindranath ITS, spoke emphatically for honest, transparent working. They
urged that system and process oriented working style that promote
accountability and pride must be followed and Vigilance must not be used as
an excuse for delayed decisions and paralysis. Preventive vigilance is the best
way, they declared.
CVO urged whistle blowers to come forward and MD, Shri Kumar urged all, even
the business associates, to point out anyone, including any vendor trying to do
business through unfair practices. MRPL is a National asset and we must all work
for the betterment of the company and the Nation. India is considered one of
the most corrupt Nations and we must correct this, they said in one voice.
Shri Kumar pointed out during his address at the Vendor Meet and later at the
valedictory function that technology only enables. “You are the key in

successful functioning of vigilance”, he said. “Curbing of corruption is NOT Just
the responsibility of Vigilance Dept : That is a management function and every
line manager is expected to perform the functions of vigilance, particularly of
preventive vigilance. Quoting the example of online ticket booking
implemented by Indian Railways that cut away the corruption and the
difficulties that customers faced in the past, MD said that “We must harness
technology to catalyse and safeguard transparency, timely response, fairplay,
keep vigil etc.”
Shri Ravindranath ITS, appreciated the e-systems that MRPL has put in place.
“Today there is vendor tracking, e-payments, online file tracking, and I am sure
SAP will bring in even more transparency”, he said. He complimented IS Dept
for formulating e- systems that are designed to keep corruption out of the
system.
A flurry of competitions was held for employees, their dependents and
schoolchildren.
For the first time a “Vendor Meet” was organized at the MRPL Employees Club
Auditorium.
The well attended Vendor Meet on 30th October 2014, provided a platform to
the vendors to hear the clear call from MD, D(R) & CVO for right quantity and
quality, optimized costing, transparency and integrity in dealings with all
departments of MRPL. The technology enabled systems that are in place at
MRPL to promote transparency and accountability and check corruption was
demonstrated through a presentation to the gathering. Then the floor was
thrown open to hear the feedback and concerns from the vendors.
Report from Materials on Vendor Meet
Materials Department had invited 972 vendors currently dealing with MRPL and
around 200 vendors from various parts of the country attended.
Shri H.P Pai, GGM (Materials) welcomed the gathering. Shri Vijay G Joshi Director
( R) in his speech traced MRPL’s journey since inception to attaining of schedule
‘A’ status last year. He also informed the audience on the implementation of
procurement policy & the Integrity Pact in MRPL to ensure transparency.

CVO in his address put the Vigilance function and the awareness week
campaign in context. Shri Ravindranath informed the Vendors about the
guidelines issued by CVC to ensure
1. Transparency
2. Fairness
3. Equity in all the government transactions,
and requested them as suppliers to go through the cvc web site to gain
knowledge about the recommendations of CVC.
He complimented Materials department for leveraging technology in MRPL to
ensure efficiency and transparency. Elaborating on Integrity Pact, he said
“Integrity pact is an agreement between MRPL and Vendor agreeing to do
ethical business free from corrupt practices and unfair pricing and supply
practices.” It is one of the CVC initiatives, he said, that MRPL has already
implemented in its tenders. An Independent External Monitor (IEMs) has been
appointed by MRPL provisionally to arbitrate the issues arising out of Integrity
pact, he announced.
Shri Ravindranath also spoke of the “whistle blower policy”. “Whistle blowing is
an act of informing CVC about corrupt practices without disclosing your name.
Such complaint can be lodged with CVC. Of course you need to mention your
name and full postal address to CVC. AS per the Whistle blower mechanism your
name will be kept secret for ever and action shall be taken based on your
complaint or information”, he said. Full details about how to lodge a whistle
blower complaint formally known as “Public Interest Disclosure and Protection of
Informer” Resolution are available in CVC website.
Shri. H. Kumar, MD, MRPL also complemented MRPL for effectively using
information technology in procurement and disposal activities, online bill
tracking, etc. Touching on how technology can make a difference, he spoke at
length with examples of how automation revolutionised operational efficiency
and brought in transparency in Oil & Gas sector and in other areas of work. He
urged the vendors to focus on merit and come forward and point out any wrong
or unfair cartels or practices that comes to their attention. “You could contact
our CVO or write in with details and confidentiality will be maintained,” he said.
Shri K. Pownraj, Chief Manager (Materials) who was also the emcee, made a
presentation on Procurement policy of MRPL and the functioning of Materials
Department. Shri K. Sridhar, Chief Manager (IS) made a presentation on Bill
Tracking system in MRPL. Shri Venkatramani. R. DGM (Materials) addressed the

queries raised by the vendors in the Questions / Clarifications session. (The Q&A
and the follow thru is attached as a file in the sub item).

Shri T. Ramakrishna GM (Materials)
delivered the Vote of Thanks.

Shri Manjunath of Vigilance
Dept has painstakingly put
together a pictorial, detailed
report
of the highlights of
Vigilance Awareness Week
(other than a vendor meet).
The reports :
Inaugural Function
The week long Vigilance
Awareness started on the
morning of 27.10.2014.
Chief
Guest
Prof.
K.
Sankaran, Director, Justice
K.S. Hegde Institute of
Management, Nitte, Shri
V.G.
Joshi,
Director(
Refinery),
Shri
P.G.
Ramakrishna,
General
Manager( Vigilance) were
escorted by Shri Ganesh B
Achar, Manager( Vigilance
Coordination)
to
the
Training centre.

Inauguration by
Chief Guest Prof. K.
Sankaran, Director,
Justice K.S. Hegde
Institute of
Management, Nitte,
Shri V.G. Joshi,
Director ( Refinery),
Shri P.G.
Ramakrishna,
General Manager(
Vigilance) .

Shri P.G Ramakrishna General Manager(Vigilance) is his welcome speech
emphasised the need for eradicating corruption right from its roots. Better
utilization of technology would help in the brining down the corruption and also
increase the tranperency in all the business transactions, he said.

Vigilance Pledge in Kannada was
administered by Shri V.G. Joshi Director
(Refinery)

In Hindi by Shri K.S. Koppalkar
GGM(Maint& IS) I/C

In English by Shri. H.P. Pai
GGM(Materials)

Vigilance Awareness week 2014
messages :
….. from His Excellency Shri Pranab
Mukherjee, President of India was
read out by Shri M. Venkatesh GGM
(TS, CP & BD)

…from his excellency Shri M. Hamid
Ansari, Vice President of India was read
out by Shri M. Vinay Kumar GGM(Mech
Maint)

..from Honourable Prime Minister of
India Shri Narendra Modi was read
out by Shri Seetharam Rai, General
Secretary, MSA.

…from Central Vigilance
Commissioner Shri Rajiv was read
out by Shri Sudhendu, President,
MRPL Employee union.

Specially designed poster “
Combating corruptionTechnology an enabler”
was released .

A pocket card on Vigilance
Awareness with a list of best
practices was also released.

Electronic Release of the
Vigilance Awareness
Poster.

Shri H.P.Pai, GGM Materials summed up the iniatives taken by Materials
Department for carrying out the day to day activities in a transperent manner
and Shri K.S Koppalkar GGM(Maint & IS) I/C made a detailed presentation on
the “on-line vendor bill trackling system” and “ online vigilance clerance
system”.
The presentations are attached as a sub-item for your ready reference.

Shri V.G. Joshi Director (Refinery) in his Presidential
address explained how corruption hinders the growth of
country. He also urged all the employees to exercise
utmost transparency and integrity in all activities.

Chief Guest Prof. K.
Sankaran, Director,
K.S. Hegde Institute
of Management
spoke on “ Role of
Moral and ethics in
public life”.

This was followed by an interactive
session.

Chief Guest was felicitated !

The Vote of thanks was proposed by Shri Sushil Chandra GM ( HRD, training &
CSR) and Shri Suresh Nagavolu Manager(Vigilance), compered the inaugural
event.

And then the activities kicked off : Essay Competitions, Poster making, Quiz…!!

Valedictory Function
Valedictory function of Vigilance awareness week 2014 was held on 31/10/2014.

Chief Guest Padmabhushan Dr. B.M
Hegde, Shri. Y. Ravindranath, ITS, CVO
MRPL, Shri P.G. Ramakrishna,
GM(Vigilance) being escorted by Shri
B. Ganesh Achar, Manager ( Vigilance
Coordination) to the venue.

Smt. Vandana Joshi, Operations
office sang the invocation prayer.

Inauguration of the Valedictory

In his welcome address Shri Y. Ravindranath, ITS, CVO MRPL again emphasized
the need for adopting technology to combating corruption. Implementation of
SAP, e-tendering, e-payment etc., by MRPL will make the system foolproof, he
said. He also appealed to all to utilize SAP to the fullest extent to reap more
benefits.
Shri V.G. Joshi, Director (Refinery) spoke on this year’s vigilance awareness
week’s theme “Combating Corruption – Technology an enabler” and how
middle men are eating up the economy and corroding progress of the
company.
Shri. H. Kumar, Managing Director, MRPL in his Presidential address explained
how corruption is eroding the development of country and called on Team
MRPL not to stop being vigilant with a week of celebration. “Make it year
long…promote honesty and integrity”, he said. He also spoke on how usage of
technology can empower the fight against corruption and urged people to
come forward and expose the corrupt. Quoting the example of Retail
Automation in Oil & Gas, the NANO system introduced in HPCL ( conceptualized
and designed by Shri Kumar at that time) and adopted as an Industry
benchmark today across OMCs, and the on-line ticketing systems of the Indian
Railways he pointed out the radical change in transparency and efficiency that
technology has brought in.

The Chief Guest Padmabhushan B M Hegde pointed out that one’s culture is
what one does when no one is watching. He said that children of the corrupt
and the families should discourage the parents from being corrupt. In his opinion
Indian educational system that laid emphasis on value based education was

systematically destroyed and false competition brought in to break India’s
strength. The modern system of ranking, pitting one against another doesnot
actually promote excellence as all ranks are relative, he pointed out. Honesty
and Integrity are hallmarks of a good culture. Being authentic and genuine is
important, he pointed out.
His speech replete with anecdotes, slokas and interaction with the children
(prize winners of essay) made the address very lively and drove home the need
to be a good human quite strongly.

A standing ovation was given to
the Chief Guest and he was
felicitated.

Prizes were given away and
then Shri K Lakshminarayana, GGM (HR)
delivered the vote of thanks.

Some of the prize winners :

The function was attended in large numbers and the hall was full to overflowing.

